
SEP 2 0 1991 

The Honorable Joe T. San Agust in  
Speaker, Twenty-Fi rs t  Guam L e g i s l a t u r e  
155 Hesler  S t r e e t  
Agana, Guam 96910 

Dear M r .  Speaker: 

Transmit ted herewi th  i s  B i l l  No. 334, which I have signed i n t o  law t h i s  

date as Pub l i c  Law 21-54. 

S incere ly ,  

FRANK F. BLAS 
Governor o f  Guam 
A c t i n g  

Attachment 

~ornrndnwealth Now! 



TWENTY-FIRST GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1 9 1  (FIRST) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO THE GOVERNOR 

This is to certify that Bill No. 334 (COR), "AN ACT TO ADD w304 TO TITLE 5, GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED, TO PLANT IFET, AHGAO, AND PAHONG TREES TO PROVIDE 
MATERIALS TO BE USED TO PROMOTE LOCAL WOOD CARVING AND 
WEAVING," was on the 30th day of August, 1991, duly and regularly passed. 

V - speaker 
Attested: 

PILAR C. L U ) ~  
Senator and Legislative Smetary 

This Act was received by the Governor this I O ~  day of '%%mh. I 

1991, at 4: 4%- Frn* 
k ~ - D L L L ~ v ~  

Assistant Staff Officer 
Governor's Office 

APPROVED: 

FRANK F. BLAS 
Governor of Guam 
Acting 

Date: SEP 2 0  I991 
Public Law No: 54 
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AN ACT TO ADD 563304 TO TITLE 5, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, TO PLANT IFET, AHGAO, AND PAHONG 
TREES TO PROVIDE MATERIALS TO BE USED TO 
PROMOTE LOCAL WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING. 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

2 Section 1. 563304 is added to Title 5, Guam Code Annotated, to read: 

3 "963304. Ifet, Ahgao, and Pahong: Forestry Program. 

4 Legislative intent. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature to 



preserve Guam's traditions and culture in the arts. In order to 

revitalize the traditional arts of wood carving and weaving, it is 

necessary to develop a forestry program (the "Program") to plant 

Ifet (also known as Ifil), Ahgao, and Pahong (also known as 

Akgag) trees (the "trees"), which trees provide materials for 

carving and for weaving and which are needed to teach these arts 

to the future generations of Guam. Because of the slow growth 

rate of the trees, it is necessary that the program be implemented 

immediately to meet the objectives of this Section. 

(b) Establishment of Program. The Department of 

Agriculture (the "Department") shall establish the Program to 

plant the trees on that land chosen by the Department that is best 

suitable for the purposes of the Program. The land area 

designated shall consist of at least eighty (80) aaes, with hfty (50) 

aaes for Ifet, twenty (20) aaes for Ahgao, and ten (10) acres for 

Pahong. 

(c) Assignment and rezoning of land. The Department of 

Land Management shall assist the Department in locating 

government land that is best suitable for the Program, such 

assistance to indude assignment of such land to the Department 

and its rezoning if necessary. Seventy (70) acres in northern 

Guam in a limestone area shall be set aside for Ifet (fifty (50) 

aaes) and Ahgao (twenty (20) aaes); and ten (10) aaes shall be set 

aside in central or southern Guam for Pahong. 



(d) Forestry maintenance and issuance of permits. The 

Department shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep 

of the trees in the Program and shall hire two (2) full time 

employees for the maintenance of these forestry preserves. The 

Department shall be responsible for the issuance of permits for 

the harvesting of wood therefrom; provided, that such permits 

must have the approval of the Guam Council on the Arts and 

Humanities Agency C'CAHA"). 

(e) Monitoring and approval of requests for harvest. The 

Department shall be the custodial agency for the Program. CAHA 

shall approve the priority of permit recipients and the quantity of 

materials to be given them, and shall monitor usage of such 

materials. Materials obtained from the Program shall be used 

exclusively for arts and other cultural programs. For every one 

(1) tree harvested fifty (50) young trees of the same species shall be 

planted by the recipient($ in the same area. Seedlings of such 

species will be provided by the Department which will also 

supervise their planting. 

(f) Appropriation authorized. The Department is 

authorized to submit the necessary appropriation to the 

Legislature to carry out the Program within ninety (90) days of the 

enactment of this Section." 



SENATOR GORDON MAILLOUX 
CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

TWENTY -FIRST GUAM LEGISLATURE 

August 16, 1991 

Honorable Joe T. San Agustin 
Speaker, Twenty-first Guam Legislature 
155 Hesler St. 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

The Committee on Economic & Agricultural Development received 
Bill No. 334, "AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY 
PROGRAM TO PLANT IFET, AHGAO AND [AKGAK] PAHONG FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE USED IN THE ARTS TO 
PROMOTE LOCAL TALENT IN WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING" as Referred 
from the Rules Committee. 

The Committee on Economic 6 Agricultural Development hereby 
recommends Bill No.334, as Amended by the C d t t e e  on 
Economic & Agricultural Development, To Pass by the Twenty- 
first Guam Legislature. 

The Committee votes are as follows: 

To Do Pass 11 

To Not Pass 0 

To Place in Inactive File 0 

To Abstain 0 

Not Available for Voting 2 

A copy of the Committee Report and other pertinent documents 
are enclosed for your perusal. A 

cerely, 

Enclosures 
GM/bjq 

P.O. Box GL, Apm, Guun 96910 a (67 1) 472-343613498 a Fax No. (671) 477-7281 



COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC & AGRICOLT[JRAL DEVELOPMENT 

VOTE SHEET-BILL NO. 334, AS AMENDED 

"AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY PROGRAM TO PLANT 
IF'ET, AEIGAO AND [AKGAK] PAHONG FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 
MATERIALS TO BE USED IN THE ARTS TO PIEOMOTE LOCAL TALENT IN 
WOOD CARVING AN11 WEAVING. * 

TO NOT TO INACTIVE 
PASS - PASS - ABSTAIN FILE 

J 

Chairman 

HERMINIA D. DIERKING 



COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC & AGRICULTURAL DENELOPMENT 

BILL NO. 334 - AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY 
PROGRAM TO PLANT IFIT, AHGAO AND AKGAK FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE USED IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL 
TALENT IN mx>D CARVING AND WEAVING. 

DATE: May 29, 1991 
TIME: 9:00 a.m. 
PLACE: LEGISLATIVE PUBLIC HEARING ROOM 

PACIFIC ARCADE BLDG. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Senator Gordon Mailloux, Senator 
Doris Brooks. 

WITNESS PRESENT: Carlos Noquez, Chief of the Forestry 
Division, Department of Agriculture; Tony Lamorena, Director 
of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency. 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

Both representatives from the Department of Agriculture and 
the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency are in 
favor of forest preserves for the growing of wood and 
special grasses for the purpose of perpetuating the Chamorro 
weaving and wood carving art forms. Concerns were expressed 
that the Bill did not allow enough acreage to provide a 
viable source for the artisans of the future. Mr. Lamorena 
suggested the pahong be grown near each village. Mr. Noquez 
said that an area in the central or southern portion of the 
island designating a 10 acre site would be sufficient for 
supplying the island' weavers. 

All the materials mentioned in the Bill are still grown 
here, in the wild. None are currently being grown for the 
express purpose of providing supplies for future wood 
carvers and weavers. It was pointed out that trees take 
about 80 to 100 years to mature and that an ongoing planting 
program needs to be implemented, Also, in order to have a 
forest preserve, more agricultural workers would be needed 
in the Forestry Division in order to maintain the preserve. 
Everyone who spoke of this Bill was in favor of the concept. 
Several suggestions were made by the Director of GCAHA and 
the Chief forester. Therefore, the Committee on Economic 
and Agricultural Development recommends. To pass Bill 334, as 
Amended by the Cananittee, to the Twenty-First Guam 
Legislature. 



ATTACBMENTS: 

1. B i l l  334, a s  Amended by t h e  Committee. 
2 .  B i l l  334, a s  Refer red  t o  t h e  Committee. 
3. Wri t t en  tes t imony o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Department of  

A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Tony Qui tugua .  
4 .  Wr i t t en  tes t imony of  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Guam Counci l  o f  

A r t s  and Humanities Agency, Tony Lamorena. 
5 .  F i s c a l  Impact r e p o r t  by t h e  Bureau of  Budget and 

Management Research.  
6 .  Attendance s h e e t .  



Twenty-First Guam Legislature 
1991 (First) Regular Session 

Bill No. 334, as Amended by 
the Committee on Economic and 
Agricultural Development 

Introduced by: 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY 
PROGRAU TO PLANT IFET, AEGAO AND [AKGAK) PAHONG 

MJR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE 
USED IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL TALEWT IN 

WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new chapter is added to Title of the 

Government Code to read: 

"Chapter II 

Ifet, Ahgao and [Akgak] Pahons Forestry Program 

Section 1. Legislature Intent. It is the intent of the 

legislature to preserve the local tradition and culture of Guam 

in the arts. In order to revitalize the traditional art of wood 

carving and ~eaving, it is necessary to develop a Forestry Program 

to plant Ifet, Ahgao and [Akgak] Pahong trees (the "trees") which 

quality materials for carving and weaving needed to teach the art 

to the future generations of Guam, Because of the slow growth 

rate of these trees, it is necessary that a Forestry Program be 



implemented immediately to meet the objectives of this act. 

Section 2. Ifet, Ahgao, [Akgak] Pahong Tree Forestry 

Program. The Department of Agriculture shall establish a - 
Forestry Program to plant Ifet, Ahgao and [Akgak] Pahonq trees 

and shall locate a land that is best suitable for the purpose. 

The land area designated shall be at least [five ( 5 ) ]  eighty 

(80) acres in size to plant the trees, -- 

fifty (50) acres for Ifet, twenty ( 2 0 )  acres for Ahgao, and ten 

(10) acres for Pahonq. 

Sect ion 3. Assignment and Rezoning of Land. The 

Department of Land Management shall assist the Department of 

Agriculture in locating a government land area that is best 

suitable for the Forestry Program to include assignment and 

rezoning if necessary. Seventy ( 7 0 )  acres in northern Guam in a 

limestone area shall be set aside for Ifet and Ahgao; ten (10) - 
acres shall be set aside in central or southern Guam for Pahong. 

Section 4. Forestry Maintenance and Upkeep and Issuance 

of Permit. The Department of Agriculture shall be responsible for -- 

the maintenance and upkeep of the Forestry Program; [under this 

Act and also the issuance of permits to harvest wood from the 

forestry. No permits shall be issued for harvest without the 

approval and consent of the Guam Council of the Arts and 

Humanities Agency.] and shall hire two full time employees for - - - -  - 
the maintenance of these forestry preserves. The Department of -- - - 
Agriculture -- shall be responsible -- for the issuance of permits for - 
the harvesting of wood from these preserves. Such permits must - - - -  - 
have the approval and consent of the Guam Council of the Arts and -- - - --- ---- 
Humanities Agency. 



Sect ion 5. Monitoring and Approval of Request for Harvest 

[The Guam Council of the Arts and Humanities] The Department of 

Agriculture shall be the custodial agency for the forestry 

program. [for the purpose of approving request for] The Guam -- 
Council of the Arts and Humanities Agency shall approve priority ---- 
of recipients and quantity of materials and the monitoring of - - - 
usage of materials from the forestry. Materials derived from the 

forestry shall be used exclusively for arts and cultural program 

pu~poses. For every tree harvested fifty (50) younq trees of the - --- 
same species shall be planted 2 the recipient in the same area. -- - --- 
Seedlings of such species will be provided b~ the forestry - -- - 
division who will also supervise the planting thereof. --- - 

Sect ion 6. Appropriation Authorized. The Department of 

Agriculture is authorized to submit to the Legislature the 

nec:essary amount within six (6) months of the enactment of this 

Act for the implementation of this Act.'' 



Twenty-First Guam Legislature 
1991 (First) Regular Session 

c"yf 
Bill No. 2.- 

Introduced by: E.P. Arriola @ 

J s p  
AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY 
PROGRAM TO PLANT IFET, AHGAO AND AKGAK FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE 
USED IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL TALENT IN 

WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING. 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

2 Section 1. A new Chapter is added to Title of the 

3 Government Code to read: 

4 "Chapter " 

5 Ifet, Ahgao and Akgak Forestry Program 

6 Section 1. b a i s l a t u r e  Intent. It is the. intent of the 

7 legislature to preserve the local tradition and culture of Guam in the 

8 arts. In order to revitalize the traditionat art of wood carving and 

9 weaving, it is necessary to develop a Forestry. Program to plant Ifet, 

10 Aghao and Akgak trees (the "trees") which are quality materials for 

1 1 carving and weaving needed to teach the art to the future generations of 

1 2  Guam. ~ e c a i s e  of the slow growth rate of these trees, it is necessary 



that a Forestry Program be implemented immediately to meet the 

objectives of this act. 

Section 2. Ifet. Ahgaq. Akgak Tree F o r W v  Proaram. The 

Department of Agriculture shall establish a Forestry Program to plant 

Ifet, Ahgao and Akgak trees and shall locate a land area that is best 

suitable for the purpose. The land area designated shall be at least five 

(5) acres in size to plant the trees. 

Section 3. Assiclnment and Re7oma of Land. The Department 

of Land Management shall assist the Department of Agriculture in locating 

a government land area that is best suitable for the Forestry Program to 

include assignment and rezoning if necessary. 

Section 4. Forestnr Maintenance and and lss~ance of 

Permi tb The Department of ~griculture shall be reponsible for the 
* 

maintenance and upkeep of the Forestry Program under this Act and also 

the issuance of permits to harvest wood from the forestry. No permits 

shall be issued for harvest without the approval and consent of the Guam 

Council of the Arts and Humanities Agency. 

Section 5. oval of R w t  for Harve* 

The Guam Council of the Arts and Humanities shall be the custodial agency 

for the forestry program for the purpose of approving requests for 

materials and the monitoring of usuage of materials from the forestry. 

Materials derived from the forestry shall be used exclusively for arts and 

cultural program purposes. 

Section 6. Authorized. The Department of 

Agriculture is authorized to submit to the Legislature the necessary 

amount within. six (6) months of the enactment of this Act for the 

implementation of this Act." 



JOSE A .  E .  MANIBUSAN 
Deputy Director 

Development Services 734-3944 

Animal & Plant  hiustry 734-5946 

AGANA. G U A M  96910 

T E S T T E I O N Y  O N  B I L L  3 3 4  

'L': ACT Ef L A T I \ - E  TO E S T A B L I S H I h G  X FORESTRY PROGR-A>l TO PL-4NT I F I T  
. i > - C ;  i!iG.AK FOR THE P U R P O S E  O F  P R O V I D I N G  !IATERIALS TO BE L S E D  
" TriE ARTS TO F'ROYOTE LOC-4L T A L E N T  IN XOOD CARVING AND W E A V I N G .  

'iR. CHSIE'I.4?Y., >IEYBERS O F  THE C O ? l > t I T T E E ,  YY NAME I S  A Y T O N I O  S  

' 3b ITL-SUX,  D I R E C T O R  O F  THE DEP.ART!IENT O F  A G R I C U L T U R E .  I APPEAR 

FEFORE YOU TODAY I N  R E G A R D  TO e I L L  3 3 4 .  B I L L  3 3 4  HAS THE NOBLE 

TYTENTION O F  F O S T E R I S G  THE ARTS A N D  CULTURE O F  T H I S  T E R R I T O R Y .  FOR 

I T  I S  I N  T H E  P E R P E T L A T I O X  O F  OUR CCLTURE THAT WE CAN S H O k  TO T H E  

XORLD OUR I D E S T I T Y  . I S  X D I S T I N C T  GROUP O F  P E O P L E .  

I T  I S  Bl* T H I S  CULTCRE TH.4T WE C A N  I D E N T I F Y  WITH THE WORD CHX>iORRO. 

AND T H I S  C O U L D  BE DONE BY E X P R E S S I O N  O F  OUR TRUE F E E L I N G S  AXD 

I D E X T I T V  THRCCGH T H E  ARTS BY T H E  U S E  O F  OUR OWN N A T I V E  P L A N T S ,  

E S P E C I A L L Y  THOSE THAT ARE ONLY FOUND OR T H O S E  THAT I D E N T I F Y  k I T H  

T H I S  I S L A N D .  

Y R .  i : i . -41R>l iS  IS - B E H A L F  O F  T H E  DEPARTMENT O F  A G R I C U L T U R E  .AND T H E  

?17.'T31,1!i C F  F O R E S T R Y ,  I WOULD L I K E  T O  O F F E R  SOME COMMENTS ON B I L L  

3 3 4 . 

Common* Now! 



SECTI0 ,V 1 

I t Z  !?.\T'F ^5:_-,"-CT) THROVGH (7UR BOOIiS A N D  K E  HAVE NOT FOUND .4E;G.AK I N  T H E  

-... 7 , - - .  - -  LL::TL. .  . :  PL.4NTS IN GC.i,'l B Y  B . J .  S T O Y E .  WE J U S T  .ASSC>IE THAT THE 

~L.::.:T E E I X  C Z E F E R R E D  TO I S  P . A ~ D , A A C S  D C B I C S  OR PAHOW; I N  CH.AYORRO, 

~ - ,.-,- r . i : * . l R I T E  \I.\TERI.AL FGR i iE . \VI \G  Y A T S  AND H A T S .  S E C T I O N  I 

, - . r - , -  
I(_?. ,OliLED(;ES T H E  SL(3k :;ROi<TH O F  T H E S E  T R E E S .  T H E  E S T I Y - A T E D  

r l 3 1 . i T I O N  .AGE ?ROY FL.-\!;TISCr T C  H A R V E S T  O F  YXTVRE KOOD .-\XD LEA'CES .ARE 

SO T3 1 2 0  i W E A R S  FUR IFIT, 2.5 T O  10 Y E A R S  FOR AHGAO AND 7 T O  10  

'I-X.i!?S FCR P.AHO?;G. ',,:(I F C R E S T R I -  PROGRAM OR C U L T U R E  LlETHOD COULD L E T  

TRESE T R E E S  >f. \TCRE E - A R L I E R ,  N O  'LATTER H O k  E F F I C I E N T .  I T  I S  

bf.1TYRITV OF T H E  T R E E  TH. iT !!.\l<ES T H E  WOOD HARD AND NOT Bl- CULTURE 

T F C H Y I Q U E S .  

S E C T I O S  2 

T E E  AH6A STIPULATED FOR TH% PROJECT IS TOO LIMITED IN SIZE. I F  

I F I T  I S  TO BE SP-ACED F I F T E E N  F E E T  A P A R T ,  T H E R E  W I L L  ONLY BE 

4PPROSI!lXTELT- TKO HUNDRED I F I L  T R E E S  P E R  A C R E .  G R A N T I N G  THAT T H E R E  

: < I L L  B E  T H R E E  ACRES O F  I F I L  O U T  O F  T H E  F I V E  A C R E S  S T A T E D  I N  S E C T I O h  

2 ,  S I X  HCNDRED T R E E S  W I L L  NOT B E  A V I A B L E  S O U R C E  O F  M A T E R I A L S  FOR 

WCODCRXFT I N  A  P R O D U C T I O N  R O T A T I O N  O F  80 TO 1 2 0  Y E A R S .  WE bOL'LD 

L I K E  T O  S U G G E S T  T H A T  T H E  S I Z E  F O R  I F I L  ALONE B I  INCREASED TO FIFTY 

ACRES, AEOAO TCI TWENTY ACRES AND PAHONG OR PANDANUS TO TEN ACRES 

FOR i TOT-AL O F  EIGHTY ACRES. T H I S  W I L L  GUARANTEE EVERY C R A F T S 3 A S  

AN .\>lPLE S U P P L Y  O F  M A T E R I A L S  A L L  YEAR ROUND WHEK T H E S E  T R E E S  A T T A I N  

H-ARVEST-ABLE -4GE. I T  W I L L  A L S O  E N A B L E  A  SOUND R O T A T I O N  FROM 

R E P L A N T I N G  T O  H A R V E S T .  T H R E E  A C R E S  OR S I X  HUNDRED T R E E S  W I L L  NOT 

GUARASTEE A V A I L A B I L I T Y  O F  Y A T E R I X L S  FOR A LARGER NUMBER O F  



FOODCARVERS FOR YORE THAN THREE 1-EARS. PXHONG I S  NOT X B I G  CONCERh 

S I N C E  TElE LE.IVES ARE THE ONES I I T I L I Z E D .  THEY CAN REJUVENATE .AND 

DEVELOP LE.:'.-IXG YATER1.ALS L I T H I N  A SIX XONTH P E R I O D .  THE YAIN 

COYCERN HERE .ARE THE T R E E S .  ONCE THEY ARE C U T ,  THEY A R E  GONE :jOT 

CXLESS A Y O T H E R  IS  PL-ANTED ro R E P L A C E  I T .  A SOUND FORESTRY P R A C T I C E  

D I C T ' i T E S  THAT THE CJ-CLE SHOCLD BE CONTINUOUS. ONCE THE LAST T R E E  

Is C Y T ,  THE F I R S T  REPLACE5fESTS L I L L  ALSO BE READY TO BE H-ARVESTED 

.AS .A SECOND GENERATION P L A N T I N G .  

SECTI0.V 3 

L'E SUGGEST THAT T H I S  S I L L  SHOULD BE E X P L I C I T  I N  THE S I T E  S E L E C T I O N  

FOR THE PROPOSED P R O J E C T .  IT I S  COWMON KNOWLEDGE THAT I F I T  AND 

.AHG-40 K I L L  GROW YUCH BETTER A N D  FASTER I N  THE L I B E S T O k E  AREAS. I T  

SHOULD THEN BE IXCORPORATED I N  THE B I L L  THAT ABOUT 3- ACRES 

OF GOVERNMENT LAND SHOULD BE S E T  A S I D E  I N  NORTHERN GUAM FOR I F I T  

AND AHGAOi THE TEN ACRES FOR PANDANUS C a U L D  BE LOCATED I N  

GO[-ERNMENT LANDS DOWN SOUTH OR CENTRAL GUAM. 

SECTION 4 

I F  OUR PROPOSAL FOR INCREASE I N  ACREAGE I S  CONSIDERED,  THE LABOR 

FACTOR THAT GOES WITH MAINTENANCE SHOULD ALSO BE TAKEN I N T O  

.ACCOUNT. TWO FULL T I M E  EYPLOYEES WOULD B E  AMPLE ENOUGH TO TAKE 

CARE OF THE P E R I O D I C  WEEDING, I N S E C T  PROTECTION AND MAINTENANCE O F  

THE F R O J E C T .  THE SEASONAL F I R E  PROTECTION O F  THE PLANTATION W I L L  

FALL L'NDER THE F I R E  PROTECTION A C T I V I T I E S  O F  FORESTRY. 

SECTION 5 

BY THE T I Y E  THE P R O J E C T  IS  READY FOR HARVEST, WE SUGGEST THAT THE 

QUANTITY O F  HARVESTABLE T R E E S  AND LEAF MATERIAL SHOULD BE 



DETERYIYED BY FORESTRY .AND S U A Y I T T E D  TO THE GUAM COUXCIL FOR .ARTS 

A'iD H L Y A N I T I E S .  I T  W I L L  RE THE COUYCIL TO DETERYINE THE P R I O R I T Y  

I Y  R E Z I ? I E ? : T S  XXD THE QUANTITY .ALLOTTED FOR EACH A P P L I C A N T .  ALL 

H.4RI'EST A C T I L - I T I E S  SHOL'LD (:ONFOKY WITH WHAT I S  S T I P U L A T E D  I N  THE 

F E R > f I T  .AS I S S U E D  BY THE FORESTRY D I V I S I O N .  

)!.iR. CH.\IR?tXN, YEYBERS O F  THE COPf%.IITTEE, AN IYPORTANT S E C T I O N  SHOULD 

B E  ITCLUDED SO .AS TO INSLYRE THE P E R P E T U I T Y  O F  THE S P E C I E S  I N  T H I S  

PLXNT.1TION. XE S C ' G G E S T  THAT A S E C T I O N  SHOULD BE ADDED TO S T A T E :  

SECTION 6 - MITIGATION : 

FOR EVERT TREE HARVESTED, F IFTY YOUNG T R E E S  O F  THE SAME S P E C I E S  BE 

PLAXTED BY THE R E C I P I E N T  IN THE SANE AREA, S E E D L I N G S  O F  SUCH 

S P E C I E S  WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE FORESTRY D I V I S I O N  WHO W I L L  ALSO 

S U P E R V I S E  THE PLANTING THEREOF. 

I N  C L O S I N G  3 R .  CHXIRgAN A N D  MEMBERS O F  THE COMMITTEE, ALL WE ASK 

I S  TH-AT T H I S  P R O J E C T  BE EXPANDED TO AFFORD A GREATER NUMBER O F  

C L I E N T E L E .  I T  SHOULD BE THAT THOSE WHO WOULD L I K E  TO GET INVOLVED 

IN CRAFTWORK, E I T H E R  P R O F E S S I O N A L  OR AMATEUR COULD BE AFFORDED THE 

YATERIALS THAT THEY NEED AS THE ARTS COUNCIL MAY S E E  F I T .  

I T  I S  THE A I M  O F  THE DEPARTHENT TO AFFORD T H I S  I S L A N D  A HEALTHY 

SUPPLY O F  T R E E S  AND WOOD FOR ALL THE P E O P L E  AND WE ARE WORKING 

TOWARDS THAT GOAL. AT PRESENT WE ALREADY HAVE AFFORESTED ABOUT 

FOUR HCNDRED ACRES O F  GOVERNMENT LAND WITH FAST GROWING, GOOD 

TIMBER QUALITY T R E E S .  WE WILL BE READY TO HARVEST I N  F I F T E E N  YEARS 

FROM WHAT WE PLANTED TEN YEARS AGO. T H I S  B I L L  I F  E F F E C T E D  I N T O  LAW 

WOULD G I V E  THE FORESTRY PROGRAM UNDER THE DEPARTMENT O F  AGRICULTURE 

A TREMENDOUS BOOST. 

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTCr*VITY TO COMMENT. 



TESTIMONY ON BILL 334 
AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY PROGRAM TO PLANT IFIT, 
AHGAO AND AKGAK FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE USED 
IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL TALENT IN WOODCARVING AND WEAVING. 

Mr. Chairman, Senator Gordon Mailloux and members on the 
Committee on Economic and Agricultural Development my name is 
Alberto A. Lamorena V, Executive Director of the Guam Council on 
the Arts and Humanities Agency. I am appearing before you today 
to testify in favor of Bill 334 AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A 
FORESTRY PROGRAM TO PLANT IFIT, AHGAO AND AKGAK FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE USED. IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL 
TALENT IN WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING. First of all I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Senator Elizabeth P. Arriola for 
having the foresight in introducing Bill 334 which will preserve 
the carving and weaving artforms. 

Several years ago a similar bill was introduced appropriating 
$50,000 to the Department of Agriculture to grow If it and Akgak. 
GCAHA came out in support of this bill but agreed with the 
Department of Agriculture's comments which felt that the land 
identified and the amount appropriated were insufficient to 
successfully pursue the project. Presently the only available 
Ifit to our craftsmen is available from private property owners 
or from the military which at times is not readily available. 
Our weavers presently cultivate their own Akgak in order to 
practice their craft. Because of the lack of natural resources 
available to our craftpersons it is very difficult for them to 
use their skills as a viable source of income. During the past 
four years GCAHA has offered apprenticeship programs in the 
traditional arts and crafts. the purpose of these programs is 
two fold, one to create an awareness of the artform and secondly 
to teach our people the skills necessary to preserve our culture 
and traditions. In order for us to continue these skills into 
the future we must provide the necessary resources. GCAHA 
endorsee the pass- of B i l L  3 3 q n d  advises this body that the 
Department of Agriculture be allowed to identify the proper land 
needed and the appropriate budget to run this program. As you 
all know we will not see the harvesting of ifit and Ahgao for at 
least fifty years and Akgak for at least five years. This may 
seem like a long period of time but if we do not take any steps 
now we will no longer be able to continue this tradition in the 
future. 

I would like to take this time to say Dankulo Si Yufos Mafase for 
providing me this opportunity to voice my concerns and 
endorsement of Bill 334. 

Sincerely, 

Alberto A. Lamorena V 
Executive Director, GCAHA 



m 
F f SCAL NOTE 

n 
BUREAU OF BUD6€T AND M A G E E I T  RESEARCH 

Date Recel ved 5 2 
Date Rev1 e u e d e - '  

Departwnt/Agency Affected: Agricul  t u r e / G C ~ ~ ~ / ~ a n d  Management 
Depa r t m n  t/Agency Head : A. QuituquaIT. Lanorena/F. Cas t ro  
Total FY Appropriation t o  D a t ~ : + ~ , ~ ~ b , z ~ 3 / ~ 3 5 , 4 3 ~ 1 3 ,  112,540 

~ 1 1 1  ~ l t 1 ~  : An a c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a - F o r e s t r y  Program t o  p l a n t  I f e t ,  

Ahgao, and Akgak f o r  t h e  purpose of provid ing  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be  used i n  t h e  a r t s  t o  promote 

l o c a l  t a l e n t  i n  wood carv ing  and. weaving. 

Change I n  Law: N /A 

B i l l  ' s  Impact on Present Prograr Fundlng: - Increase - Rea11ocrtlon - lb Change Decrease - 
Capl t r l  Inprovclllhnt &Other ( Operations - 8111 I s  for:  - 1 

ESTIIIATED SINGLE-YEAR FUWO REWI 
PROGRAM CATEGORY 6- TOTAL 

Natura l  ~ e s o u r c e s  , Recreat ion 
and A r t s  See Comen t s  - .  - .  

ESTIMTED MKT-1-Y€AU RW REQUIRUQWTS (Per 81 1 1 ) 

GENERAL FUND s e e  cements - ..- . 
OTHER 

- . . . . . .  . . .  . ,  . - . -  . -  . .  . . 
...a-. - . 

FUNDS ADEQUATE TO COVER IWTUn OF TM BILL? YES/I(O-IF NO, ~ D ' L  Mlwn REQUIRED See comment 
AGENCY/PERSON/DATE CONTACTED: A g r i c u l t u r e  . . . . . .  / Annie Bonds 

. . .  . . . .  GENERAL FUND - . .  . . 

OTHER 
- - . . . . .  ....... . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . -  . . . . . . . .  -.- - .  - - - . .  

TOTAL 
- - 

. . . . . -  ...... . .  - . .  . . * .  . -  . . -. - * .  -. - *- - - - - 
. . - . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - . -  

FOOmOnSf I f  enac ted ,  B i l l  No. 334 w i l l  e n t a i l  a f i s c a l  impact on t h e  General  Fund f o r  t h e  
development of a Fores t ry  Program f o r  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of t r e e s .  However, t h i s  impact cannot  
be  determined due t o -  t h e  u n a v d i l a b i l i t v  of d a t a  a t  t h i s  tine. 





antrobuceb 
Twenty-First Guam Legislature 

1991 (First) Regular Session APR 30'91 

Introduced by: E.P. Arriola 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING A FORESTRY 
PROGRAM TO PLANT IFET, AHGAO AND AKGAK FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING MATERIALS TO BE 
USED IN THE ARTS TO PROMOTE LOCAL TALENT IN 

WOOD CARVING AND WEAVING. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new Chapter is added to Title of the 

Government Code to read: 

"Chapter " 

Ifet, Ahgao and Akgak Forestry Program 

Section 1. Lea is la tu re  In tent .  It is the intent of the 

legislature to preserve the local tradition and culture of Guam in the 

arts. In order to revitalize the traditional art of wood carving and 

weaving, it is necessary to develop a Forestry Program to plant Ifet, 

Aghao and Akgak trees (the "trees") which are quality materials for 

carving and weaving needed to teach the art to the future generations of 

Guam. Because of the slow growth rate of these trees, it is necessary 



that a Forestry Program be implemented immediately to meet the 

objectives of this act. 

Section 2. jfet. Ahaao; Akgak Tree Forestrv Proaram The 

Department of Agriculture shall establish a Forestry Program to plant 

Ifet, Ahgao and Akgak trees and shall locate a land area that is best 

suitable for the purpose. The land area designated shall be at least five 

(5) acres in size to plant the trees. 

Section 3. pssianment and Rezonina of Land. The Department 

of Land Management shall assist the Department of Agriculture in locating 

a government land area that is best suitable for the Forestry Program to 

include assignment and rezoning if necessary. 

Section 4. Forestrv Maintenance and Upkeep and Issuance of 

Permit.  The Department of Agriculture shall be reponsible for the 

maintenance and upkeep of the Forestry Program under this Act and also 

the issuance of permits to harvest wood from the forestry. No permits 

shall be issued for harvest without the approval and consent of the Guam 

Council of the Arts and Humanities Agency. 

Section 5. . . 
on~tor~ng and Ap~rova l  of Request for Harvest 

The Guam Council of the Arts and Humanities shall be the custodial agency 

for the forestry program for the purpose of approving requests for 

materials and the monitoring of usuage of materials from the forestry. 

Materials derived from the forestry shall be used exclusively for arts and 

cultural program purposes. 

Section 6. 
. . 

~ r o p r l a t ~ o n  Authorbed, The Department of 

Agriculture is authorized to submit to the Legislature the necessary 

amount within six (6) months of the enactment of this Act for the 

implementation of this Act." 


